Galesville Area Chamber of Commerce

Board of Directors Meeting

August 12, 2015

Directors present:  Kim Gorka, Sue Hummel, Chris Petersen, Sarah Livermore, Larry Hoppe, Troy White, Lindsay Spitzer, Melanie Pederson, Sharon Spahr and Richard Tolzman.
Directors absent: Becky Johnson, Renee Brenengen, Tammy Paulus and Jim Riley.
Members Present:  John Graf (Graf Media) and Chuck Gauger (Trempealeau County Times).
A quorum was declared and the meeting was called to order at 7:33 am by Acting President Kim Gorka.

Secretary’s Report:  

Troy W. made a motion to accept the July minutes as presented. This was seconded by Sharon S.  And the motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report:  

The report for July was distributed and Larry H. made a motion to accept. The motion was seconded by Sarah L. and the motion was passed. The following bills were presented:
-$36.42 to US Cellular for Chamber cell phone
-$61.85 to News Publishing for 5 Farmers’ Market ads 
-$29.40 to Debbie Householder for Apple Affair crafter letter postage
-$80.00 to Sharon Spahr for Chamber phone answering service for 2 months
-$60 for website expense

Sue H. made a motion to approve these invoices for payment. The motion was seconded by Larry H. and it was passed.
Committee Reports: 
Organization & Membership: 
Kim G. appointed Troy W. to head the nominating committee to fill the 5 director positions expiring at the end of 2015. Troy will report back at our next meeting with names of candidates willing to appear on the ballot at our annual meeting.  The annual meeting will be held on Wednesday, October 28th at Beedles Bar & Restaurant in Centerville.  At the event, each committee will present their annual reports and Chris Petersen will be leading a discussion on historical building blocks and the diversity of the Chamber. Our topic is entitled “Future Minded, Historically Proud.” Social networking begins at 6:00 pm, followed by a Family Style meal served at 6:30 pm along with committee reports and a ballot and topped off with dessert featuring a side of legacy building.
Promotion & Tourism: 
     1.   there is a written report from the 7/28 meeting which will be included with September’s agenda. Also note the next meeting will be on Thursday, August 27th at 7 pm.
     2.   We will again be providing a free listing on our website for the Fall City-wide Rummage Sale. We plan to include a map of all the sale locations. A map has not been provided for City-wide since the closing of The Galesville Republican but the map is still in demand!
     3.   Sarah L. reported there were 9216 hits to our Chamber website in July (compared to 7761 in July of 2014). She also reported on the Top 5 URL 1) Home page, 2) Lions 4th of July Mailing Flyer, 3) Apple Affair page, 4) Members page and 5) Farmers’ Market page.
     4.   Melanie Pederson reported on the Chamber booth that she, her husband John and Sarah L. put together for the fair. Pictures of the booth were shared and consensus was we should do this again next year but not so last minute. This year’s booth featured our up & coming events and business cards of our members.
Agri-Business:
Per Richard T. the market continues to flourish.   
Economic Revitalization & Development: 
Sharon S. reported there has been a correction made to the original paperwork for the economic development loan given to Mark Hansen dba Peanuts Toy Barn. The 12-month payback period begins on January 1, 2016 rather than August 1, 2015. Other news is the AmericInn franchise has expressed interest in building a hotel in the Galesville area. At an input meeting held on August 3rd at the Town of Gale Hall, it was divulged Arcadia is being considered as well. The next step in the process is having a hotel market analysis done. The committee has recommended Hotel R & D LLC conduct the research which will be done in two phases. Per John G., the City of Galesville is looking for immediate financial commitment to help fund this feasibility study. The total cost of the proposed study is $6800. Sarah L. moved the following: The Chamber contributes $1700 toward the $3400 retainer fee so the 1st phase of the study can begin immediately. The amount will be payable to the City of Galesville. This was seconded by Troy W. and the motion passed.
Historic Preservation, Beautification & Design: 
The next meeting will be held on August 18th at 9 am. 
Old Business: 
1. Melanie P. showed a possible design for metal signs to be mounted on the lamp posts to promote Galesville year round. This concept has been referred to the Historic Preservation, Beautification & Design Committee for further exploration and discussion.
New Business:

1. Sharon S. announced that a training session for the National Geographic Geotourism Program
will be held in Onalaska on Friday, August 14th. 
Correspondence: 

Sarah L. read a July 7, 2015 letter from the Galesville Lions Club requesting a donation for the fireworks show they put on each Independence Day. The last time the Chamber received a request was in 2013. At that time, we donated $500. Troy W. made a motion that we authorize $500 to go towards the 2015 event after the fact. This was seconded by Larry H. and was passed. 
Upcoming Events:
August 15th – Family Farm Fun Day at A.A. Arnold House

September 12th – Fall City Wide Rummage Sale
September 19th – Main Event at Old Main 
October 3rd – 33rd Annual Apple Affair 

A motion to adjourn was introduced by Troy W. and seconded by Lindsay S. The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 am.
Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 9, 2015 at 7:30 am at the Library Community Room. 
Submitted by
Sarah Livermore, Secretary
