Galesville Area Chamber of Commerce

Board of Directors Meeting

June 10, 2015

Directors present:  Sue Hummel, Chris Petersen, Sarah Livermore, Larry Hoppe, Renee Brenengen, Lindsay Spitzer, Tammy Paulus, Melanie Pederson, Kim Gorka, Sharon Spahr and Jim Riley.
Directors absent: Becky Johnson, Troy White and Richard Tolzman.
Members Present:  John Graf (Graf Media), Chuck Gauger (Trempealeau County Times), Mark Hansen (Peanuts Toy Barn) and Chad Jones (Galesville Area Fire Department).

A quorum was declared and the meeting was called to order at 7:31 am by President Jim Riley.

Secretary’s Report:  

Larry H. made a motion to accept the May minutes as presented. This was seconded by Tammy P. and the motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report:  

The reports for May were distributed and Larry H. made a motion to accept them. The motion was seconded by Sue H. and the motion was passed. The following bills were presented:
-$36.47 to US Cellular for Chamber cell phone
-$24.75 to News Publishing for Farmers Market
-$500.00 to City of Galesville for flowers
-$701.58 to Graf Media for ($50 for Farmers Market Parking Signs and the rest for 2,000 Directories) postage for membership mailings
-$80.00 to Sharon Spahr for Chamber phone answering service for 2 months (Mar/Apr)
-$100 donation to Galesville Fire Department
Renee B. made a motion to approve these invoices for payment. The motion was seconded by Tammy P. and it was passed.
Committee Reports: 
Organization & Membership: 
One new nonprofit member with web link has joined (Galesville Public Library).  The 2015 Business Directory is now available and Renee B. has been delivering packets of the printed brochure to chamber members. Some have also been delivered to LAVCB and Sarah L. will make sure Sheryl Reedy has them to include in her welcome bags. We now have 93 chamber members. There are 71 businesses (42 have paid for a web link),  18 non-profit organizations (7 have paid for a web link) and 4 individuals .
The sign-up sheet for committee assignments was passed around the room.
Promotion & Tourism: 
     1.   Renee B. handed out a written report from the 5/21 meeting.
     2.   Sarah L. reported there were 10,242 hits to our Chamber website in May and this is the most hits in a month since Sept & Oct. One factoid is there were 91 requests alone on 5/19 coming through the G-E-T school district, probably looking for info about the upcoming high school graduation. This underscores the importance of our community calendar and What’s Up & Coming service on our website. Please encourage community organizers to email details about their upcoming events (word documents, jpgs or pdfs preferred) to info@galesvillewi.com for inclusion on our Chamber website. We want to be up-to-date and dynamic.
Agri-Business:  
Per Melanie P., the 1st Farmers Market of the 2015 season had many out of town visitors. There is a new vendor this year featuring hydroponic gardening. Melanie will also approach the Police Department about the need to slow traffic down as they approach the square. The 25mph limit is not being observed and she is concerned for the safety of the pedestrian traffic.
Economic Revitalization & Development:
Sharon S. (chair) presented the following motion coming out of committee: The Chamber offer a $15,000 loan at the time of closing to Mark H. dba Peanuts Toy Barn to be repaid within 12 months in equal payments at 0% interest (but there may be an administrative fee). The motion was seconded by Tammy P. and it passed (Lindsay S. abstained). This leaves a cushion of up to $5,000 to be loaned to other Galesville businesses.
Historic Preservation, Beautification & Design:
No report but Jim R. appointed Chris P. to be chair of this committee. Chris P. accepted the position.
Old Business: 
1. The decision as to whether or not the Chamber will have a booth at the Trempealeau County Fair was referred to the Promotion & Tourism Committee for further discussion. The committee recommends that chamber members be contacted to see if any are interested in taking shifts at the chamber fair booth on Thursday 7/23 (5-10pm), Friday 7/24 and Saturday 7/25 (10am-10pm) and Sunday 7/26 (10am-4pm).
2. It was announced that American Pickers did film in the Holmen area last week.
New Business:

1. Sharon S. advised the Board of the need to file a police report regarding a phone call she received on the chamber phone.
2. Chad Jones of the Galesville Area Fire Department requested assistance from the Chamber in supporting their fund-raiser for equipment by sponsoring their annual 5Krun/walk on Saturday, August 22nd. As part of the sponsorship, the Chamber’s logo would appear on the back of their t-shirts. Sue H. made a motion to donate $50 and then amended it to $100. Lindsay S. seconded the motion and it passed. The logo should be emailed to Jenni Chapman.
3. Jim R. suggested a contest for launching our proposed “Live, Work, Play” slogan. He will ask for input from the Galesville Public Library. 
Correspondence: 

None.
Upcoming Events:
As Sue H. stated, Galesville is beginning to be noticed as that “artsy community!”

June 24th – Galesville Lioness Garden Walk

June 27th – Trolley Ride at Old Main in conjunction with Founders’ Day
July 4th – Galesville Lions 4th of July Celebration

July 19th – Clarinet and Piano at Old Main

July 31st – Double Take! Concert on the Green at Old Main

August 1st – Family Summer Palooza at Old Main
August 15th – Family Farm Fun Day at A.A. Arnold House

September 12th – Fall City Wide Rummage Sale

October 2nd – Apple Affair Pasta Dinner at A.A. Arnold House (especially for bikers)
October 3rd – 33rd Annual Apple Affair 

A motion to adjourn was introduced by Tammy P. and seconded by Chris P. The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 am.
Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 8, 2015 at 7:30 am at the Library Community Room. 
Submitted by
Sarah Livermore, Secretary

