Galesville Area Chamber of Commerce

Board of Directors Meeting

December 10, 2014

Directors present:  Sharon Spahr, Renee Brenengen, Sarah Livermore, Lindsay Spitzer, Jim Riley and Tammy Paulus.
Directors absent: Brian Furlano, Becky Johnson, Ann Seago, Troy White, Diane McMahon, Kim Byom, Kim Gorka and Mike Happel.
Members Present:  John Graf (Graf Media), Chuck Gauger (Trempealeau County Times) and Larry Hoppe (Works of Distinction).
Guest: Jim Daliege and Julie Arnould (Western Dairyland Community Action Agency).

Meeting was called to order at 7:35 am by President Jim Riley.
Secretary’s Report:  

No quorum present.

Treasurer’s Report:  

November report available, but no quorum present. The following bills were approved for payment:
-$135.64 to Graf Media for the printing of Chamber letterhead
-$50.00 to Wisconsin DOT for a sign permit for our sign on the Waldenberger property
-$20.00 to Renee Brenengen for Light Up Galesville registration 

Speaker: Julie Arnould from Western Dairyland Community Action Agency was our guest speaker. She wanted to get the word out that they are a business center and handle far more than weatherization or Headstart programs. They offer jobs & business development consulting to help a new business start up or an existing businesses expand. There are grants available for job creation in Trempealeau, Buffalo, Jackson and Eau Claire counties through her agency. They also offer 1-on-1 consultation to help write a business plan. She can also assist you in accessing revolving loan funds. You can either call Julie directly at 715-985-2391 ext. 1221 or seek help online at www.SuccesfulBusiness.org

 Committee Reports:
Organization & Membership:  
Renee B. reported that although renewals have not yet been mailed, the 2015 forms are available on the chamber website.
Promotion & Tourism: 
John G. presented concept documents for the upcoming G-E-T Showcase on March 15th and asked for feedback before mailing them out. As previously discussed a showcase committee will be named by the Promotion & Tourism Committee at their next meeting.  For the first time, any business or nonprofit member will be offered one booth at showcase without charge as part of their 2015 chamber membership. There will be no discount for early bird registration, but there will be a required but refundable $50 security deposit to encourage exhibitors to keep their booths open until 4 pm closing time. We still plan to invite the high school careers class to assist with showcase.
Website:  
During the month of November, the Chamber website had 7,187 hits. For comparison sake, November of 2013 had 2,631 hits. There is increased traffic thanks to the airing of “Outrageous Thanksgiving” featuring our 10 foot apple pie on the Food Network.
Agri-Business:  

No report.

Economic Revitalization & Development:  

No report. 
Historic Preservation, Beautification & Design: 
Larry Hoppe has agreed to be on this committee.
New Business:
Jim R. appointed Larry Hoppe to fill Kim Byom’s position as a Director. Kim has a conflict with her work schedule and is unable to attend our monthly meetings. Her term expires in December 2015. Larry accepted the appointment, but this item needs to be brought forward at our January meeting when we have a quorum. Jim R. also asked that G.E.P.S. find a substitute to fill Ann Seago’s position until she is able to return. Ann’s term expires in December 2016.
Agri-Business:  

No report.

Economic Revitalization & Development:  

No report. 
Historic Preservation, Beautification & Design:

No report.
Other Business: 
1. The idea of utilizing a life-size statue of James Dean currently at Jackie O’s Coffeehouse to create a positive buzz about Galesville was discussed again. Larry H. did speak with Jackie O. about the Chamber wanting the first right of refusal to purchase the statue. The price would be $500. A good time to unveil the “Where is James Dean?” campaign might be at Showcase. This was referred to Promotion & Tourism Committee to determine the feasibility of this idea.
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 14, 2015 at 7:30am at the Library Community Room. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:42 a.m. 

Submitted by
Sarah Livermore, Secretary
