Galesville Area Chamber of Commerce

Board of Directors Meeting

September 9, 2015

Directors present:  Sue Hummel, Troy White, Chris Petersen, Sarah Livermore, Larry Hoppe, Lindsay Spitzer, Melanie Pederson, Jim Riley, Renee Brenengen, Tammy Paulus, Sharon Spahr and Richard Tolzman.
Directors absent: Becky Johnson and Kim Gorka.
Members Present:  John Graf (Graf Media), Bill Walz (Galesville Public Library Board), Amy Brenengen (Communities Off ‘n Funning) and Aaron Engel (G-E-T School District).
A quorum was declared and the meeting was called to order at 7:35 am by President Jim Riley.

Secretary’s Report:  

Renee B. made a motion to accept the August minutes as presented. This was seconded by Larry Hoppe and the motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report:  

The reports for August were distributed and Tammy P. made a motion to accept them. The motion was seconded by Sharon S. and the motion was passed. The following bills were presented:
-$36.42 to US Cellular for Chamber cell phone
-$74.23 to News Publishing for Farmers’ Market ads
-$535.00 to 1st Student for Apple Affair shuttle bus transportation
-$219.62 to Graf Media for Apple Affair (100 posters & 1000 flyers)
-$80.00 to Sharon Spahr for Chamber phone answering service for 2 months (July/Aug)
-$60.00 website expense to MA Webcenters
-$1700.00 donation to the City of Galesville for Phase I of hotel market analysis
Tammy P. made a motion to approve these invoices for payment. The motion was seconded by    Larry H. and it was passed.
Committee Reports: 
Organization & Membership: 
There are five positions to be filled for a 3-year term beginning in January 2016 and ending in 2018. Nominations remain open until the vote by the general membership at the annual meeting. Troy W., Chair of the Nominating Committee offered the following names to be placed on the ballot at the annual meeting: Richard Tolzman, Chris Petersen, Sarah Livermore and Larry Hoppe. He also introduced Aaron Engel, G-E-T School District Administrator and suggested he be put on the ballot in place of Troy’s name. Furthermore, Troy would like Aaron to finish out the rest of his 2015 term. At this juncture, President Jim Riley appointed Aaron Engel to replace Troy White. Sue Hummel made a motion to accept the appointment which was seconded by Tammy P. and it carried unanimously. 
Sarah L. confirmed the annual meeting will be held on Wednesday, October 28th at Beedle’s Bar and Restaurant and the meal will be served family style this year. She anticipates invitations will be mailed to our membership right after Apple Affair. Chris Petersen, who is our speaker, will contact Ron Henry at Trempealeau County Community Television to tape our event for future airing.
Promotion & Tourism: 
     1.   Renee B. discussed the 8/27 meeting and advised Apple Affair plans are progressing nicely. One concern is the apple slicer on the Hobart mixer we use at the high school is not working and needs to be made operational. Renee B. made a motion that the Chamber authorize up to $500 for the repair of the slicer. This motion was seconded by Lindsay S. and it passed. John G. stated he is working with Kole Gamez and Allyn Kaste on the artistic wrap for the apple pie oven.
     2.   Sarah L. reported there were 11,988 hits to our Chamber website in August 2015 (compared to 7825 in August 2014). This is a 35% increase in traffic. The top five viewed pages were Home, Apple Affair, Members, Farmers Market and Movie in the Park. She also stated we did provide free listings on our website for the Fall City-wide Rummage Sale. This year we also included a map of all the sale locations (10 out of 12). A map has not been provided for City-wide since the closing of The Galesville Republican but is back thanks to John G. This fall, there were 249 hits to the City-wide listings page and 84 hits to the map page. This compares to 450 hits to the Spring City-wide listings page in May 2015.
Agri-Business:
Per Richard T. the Farmers Market continues to flourish and the committee plans to meet after the close of the 2015 season.

Economic Revitalization & Development:
According the Sharon S., Chair, we are 20 days into the 1st phase of the feasibility study. The 2nd phase, if needed, will begin in 45 days. Larry H. made a motion the Chamber pay the city the $1700 we approved for the 1st phase now and authorize the additional $1700 for the 2nd phase so the project can moved forward if needed. This was seconded by Tammy P. and the motion carried.

Historic Preservation, Beautification & Design:
Chris P. discussed the committee meeting on 8/18 at Boondocks Locker Room Bar & Grill. Metal signs promoting our area which would be mounted on the lamp posts in town are being explored. There are several sign standards (city, county and state) that are part of the process. Aaron E. volunteered to head an Ad Hoc Committee to study these ordinances and procedures and Jim Riley so nominated him.
Old Business: 
1. The Mississippi River Geotourism Project was discussed further. National Geographic is building a collaborative website to capture and promote the culture, heritage and ecological diversity of our area. It is an interactive website to inspire tourists to visit counties that touch Old Man River. Residents, visitors, community organizations, tourism stakeholders and local businesses have been asked to nominate places to go and places to stay in Trempealeau County. Nominations are now being accepted at www.mississippiriver.natgeotourism.com. Each place or business must self-nominate, so the Chamber would focus on places of interest like Princess Marinuka, Chief Decorah, The Swinging Bridge, High Cliff Park and Evergreen Cemetery to tell the story of our region. Chris P. and Sarah L. have agreed to help spread the word about the project and encourage participation. Another website to get more information is on their Facebook page - fb.com/MississippiRiverConnectsUsAll.
New Business:

1. Premium Audit Report due September 27th was given to the Treasurer and Secretary to complete and return to Acuity Insurance.
2. Add a “new to the area” information page on the website rather than welcome bags. 
Correspondence: 

A.  Ron Hurlburt of the Trempealeau County Junior Livestock Committee has contacted us. The consensus is the chamber secretary should advise Mr. Hurlburt we no longer wish to participate as a buyer at the annual fair auction but will participate instead as a sponsor of the Trempealeau County Fair.

B. We have received an invoice from Explore La Crosse (LACVB) to renew our $250 membership. A motion was made by Lindsay S. we not renew our membership this year until we have resources to devote to it. This was seconded by Sue H. and was passed.
Upcoming Events:
Visit www.galesvillewi.com

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 am.
Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday, October 14, 2015 at 7:30 am at the Library Community Room. 
Submitted by
Sarah Livermore, Secretary
