Galesville Area Chamber of Commerce

Board of Directors Meeting

August 13, 2014

Directors present:  Brian Furlano, Becky Johnson, Sharon Spahr, Renee Brenengen, Sarah Livermore, Lindsay Spitzer, Jim Riley and Tammy Paulus.
Directors absent: Ann Seago, Troy White, Diane McMahon, Kim Byom, Kim Gorka and Mike Happel.
Members Present:  John Graf (Graf Media) and Chuck Gauger (Trempealeau County Times).
Meeting was called to order at 7:36 a.m. by President Jim Riley.
Secretary’s Report:  
Tammy P. made a motion to accept the report from July with two corrections. Motion was seconded by Lindsay S. and the motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report:  
Renee B. made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report. Motion was seconded by Tammy P. and the motion carried.

Committee Reports:
Agri-Business:  
No report.
Economic Revitalization & Development:  
At their July 28th meeting Jeff Paulus was added to the committee and they are looking for at least one more member. During this brainstorming session, the importance of piggybacking with tourism was acknowledged and the need to champion and promote one another’s events. The next committee meeting will be September 29th at 6:30 p.m. at Jeff’s Service. 
Historic Preservation, Beautification & Design:

Sharon S. will check into special signage for the swinging suspension bridge.
Organization & Membership:  
Renee B. reminded the board the Nominating Committee must be selected at our September meeting as well as finalizing the date for our Annual Meeting. Brian F. was asked to follow up with Mark Hanson, owner of Peanuts Toy Barn and welcome his voice to the table. Sarah L. will follow up with Allan Ohm to update his member information since his office has relocated.  

Promotion & Tourism: 
Apple Affair planning is progressing. Tammy P. reported that “All Things Apple” will be the theme at the A.A. Arnold House and they will not be making Apple Normandy this year. Jim R. confirmed there will be an Art Show at Old Main as well as an “Alumni Music Fest” evening concert at 6 p.m. Off’n Funning will again be in charge of the Bike Tour. Debbie H. has contacted  crafters.

Our fall city-wide garage sale will be on September 6th and print ads will be running in both AdVenture Advertising and Trempealeau County Times for the next 3 weeks. Sales will be listed on the chamber website free of charge. Instructions for listees are posted on the website.

Renee B. made a motion to renew our membership to the La Crosse Area Convention & Visitors Bureau at the $250 level. Motion was seconded by Tammy P. and it carried unanimously.
Website:  
There were 7761 hits to the chamber website in July.
Other Business: Jim R. reported that Old Main hosted the first Family Summerpalooza and they plan to continue this as an annual event on the first Saturday of August.  The Main Event with Wine, Live Music, Art & History is scheduled for Saturday, September 13th from noon- 6 p.m. with dedication of the new George Gale statue at 2 p.m.
New Business: Correspondence has been received from The Plat Book Committee. This is a fundraiser we have supported before. Sarah L. offered a motion we pledge $175 to place an ad in the 2015 Trempealeau County Plat Book (published every three years) in support of the 4-H Youth of Trempealeau County. The motion was seconded by Brian F. and after some further discussion it was passed. The tourism committee has authorized the designing of a new ad to be used in the plat book and also the new Gale Star brochure. 

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, October 8, 2014 at 7:30 a.m. at the Library Community Room. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:27 a.m. 

Submitted by
Sarah Livermore
Secretary
