Galesville Area Chamber of Commerce

Board of Directors Meeting

May 13, 2015

Directors present:  Sue Hummel, Chris Petersen, Sarah Livermore, Larry Hoppe, Renee Brenengen, Lindsay Spitzer, Tammy Paulus, Melanie Pederson, Diane McMahon and Jim Riley.
Directors absent: Brian Furlano, Becky Johnson, Troy White, Sharon Spahr and Kim Gorka.
Members Present:  John Graf (Graf Media) and Mark Hansen (Peanuts Toy Barn).
Guest: Richard Tolzman (City of Galesville).

A quorum was declared and the meeting was called to order at 7:33 am by President Jim Riley.

Secretary’s Report:  

Renee B. made a motion to accept the April minutes as presented. This was seconded by Larry H. and the motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report:  

The reports for April were distributed and Renee B. made a motion to accept them. The motion was seconded by Tammy P. and the motion was passed. The following bills were presented:
-$36.47 to US Cellular for Chamber cell phone
-$123.75 to News Publishing for Spring Fling
-$100.00 to WHTL radio for Spring Fling
-$98.00 to Renee Brenengen for postage for membership mailings
-$80.00 to Sharon Spahr for Chamber phone answering service for 2 months
-$100 to Coulee Business Service for 2015 tax preparation
Sarah L. made a motion to approve these invoices for payment. The motion was seconded by Tammy P. and it was passed.
Committee Reports: 
Organization & Membership: 
 Renee B. distributed a written report showing we have received 92 chamber memberships as of May 13th. There are 71 businesses (42 have paid for a web link),  17 non-profit organizations (6 have paid for a web link) and 4 individuals .
 John G. passed out the final proof for the 2015 Chamber Directory. Last year we printed 3500 and have hundreds left. The consensus was we should print 2000 this year. The sign-up sheet for committee assignments was passed around the room.
Promotion & Tourism: 
     1.   Renee B. handed out a written report from the 4/23 meeting and advised that the next meeting will be on Thursday, May 21 at 7 pm.
     2.   Sarah L. reported there were 7718 hits to our Chamber website in April. She also reported there were 19 listing requests for our Spring City-wide Rummage Sale. This is a service we provide free of charge. It was noted that we still get several requests to include a map of all the sale locations. A map has not been provided for City-wide since the closing of The Galesville Republican but the map is still in demand! There were 300 hits specifically to the City-wide page this spring. This compares to 193 hits to the Spring City-wide page in 2014. Sarah also requested any pictures from Showcase be emailed to webbydesignus@yahoo.com for inclusion on our Chamber website. 
Agri-Business:  
Diane M. reported on the May 2nd Farmers’ Market meeting of vendors advising that 16 spots are rented for the 2015 season and 7 spots remain available. So far $800 has been collected in fees. She then turned over the reins to Richard Tolzman as the new chair for Farmers’ Market. Thank you to Diane for her years of contribution.
Economic Revitalization & Development:
No report.
Historic Preservation, Beautification & Design:
No report.
Old Business: 
1. The decision as to whether or not the Chamber should have a booth at the Trempealeau County Fair was referred to the Promotion & Tourism Committee.
2. No more details are available about American Pickers coming to Wisconsin.
New Business:

1.  Appointment/Removal: Larry H. made a motion to accept the appointment of Richard Tolzman to fill Diane McMahon’s unexpired term as the representative from the City of Galesville. This was seconded by Lindsay S. The motion carried and Richard’s  term will expire in December 2015. Tammy P. then made a motion to remove Brian Furlano as director as he is no longer able to serve. This motion was seconded by Larry H. and passed. We now have one vacancy to fill (for Brian’s term which expires at the end of 2016). We also still have a vacancy for a student representative from the high school.

2. Discussion then ensued about where to hold the funds repaid by Red Thread Holdings in the amount of $6,894.48. When these funds were originally dispersed, they were in a certificate of deposit. In July of 2013, this cd was liquidated. When the funds were repaid by Red Thread, they were deposited into the Chamber general checking account rather than an account earmarked for investment purposes. Sarah L. made a motion that the $6894.48 should be transferred into our regular savings account. This was seconded by Tammy P. and motion was passed.

3. Mark Hansen dba Peanuts Toy Barn then made a request for a short term loan from the Chamber in order to ensure his purchase of a property giving his growing business access to a storefront on South Main Street. His request was referred to the Economic Revitalization & Development Committee for further exploration. There is a long standing history of offering incentives to improve the economy of Galesville through the efforts of a community of small-town business people formerly known as the Galesville Industrial Development Corporation.  At this juncture, Jim R. appointed Sharon S. to replace Brian Furlano to chair this committee (if she is willing). 
Correspondence: 

Sarah L. read a thank you to the Chamber from Sharon Spahr for sponsoring the Spring Fling Event on April 25, 2015 on behalf of 13 participating businesses.
Upcoming Events:
Summer Palooza at Old Main – June 4th
Farmers’ Market Opening Day on the Square – June 6th
River City Corvettes on the Square – June 7th

A motion to adjourn was introduced by Tammy P. and seconded by Larry H. The meeting was adjourned at 8:47 am

Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 10, 2015 at 7:30 am at the Library Community Room. 
Submitted by
Sarah Livermore, Secretary
